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Federation of State Medical Boards Receives  

Federal Grant to Facilitate Interstate Telehealth Practice 
 
DALLAS – The Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB) has received a grant from the U.S. 

Health Resources and Services Administration’s Office for the Advancement of Telehealth to 

pilot different models for reducing licensure barriers affecting telehealth and multi-state medical 

practice.  

 

The grant funds implementation of two proposals developed by medical boards from the 

northeastern and western regions of the United States that seek to improve the sharing of 

licensure information across jurisdictions. A key element of the study is the development of a 

centralized data management system that gives participating boards immediate access to 

credentials that confirm physicians’ qualifications to practice – reducing the burden faced by 

applicants seeking verification of their credentials in multiple states.  

 

This information-sharing system is expected to significantly reduce the amount of time and 

paperwork required to issue medical licenses and encourage more physicians to participate in 

telehealth networks.  

 

“With telehealth playing an increasingly important role in meeting the needs of underserved 

patient populations, the ability of physicians to be able to quickly obtain licensure in multiple 
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jurisdictions has never been more important,” said James N. Thompson, M.D., president and 

CEO of the FSMB. “This grant will allow us to find ways to streamline the licensure process 

while maintaining appropriate standards for public protection.” 

 

The initiative is also expected to help facilitate the mobilization of physicians in the event of 

natural disaster or terrorism when there is a need for medical boards to immediately share 

accurate physician information.  

 

Representing the northeastern United States in the project are medical boards from Maine, 

Massachusetts, Vermont, Connecticut, Rhode Island and New Hampshire. Representing the 

western United States are boards from North Dakota, Kansas, Colorado, Minnesota, Iowa, Idaho, 

Oregon and Wyoming. For more information on the initiative, see the FSMB’s 2006 Trends in 

Physician Regulation report in the Publications section at www.fsmb.org.  

 

The FSMB is a national not-for-profit organization representing the 70 medical boards of the 

United States and its territories. The FSMB’s mission is to continuously improve the quality, 

safety and integrity of health care by developing and promoting high standards for physician 

licensure and practice. For more information, visit the FSMB’s website at www.fsmb.org.  
 
* * * * * 
Note: Under the HHS Appropriations Act, all grantees receiving federal funds are required to state the 
percentage and total costs of the project to be financed with federal money. The following is a year-by-year 
summary of federal and non-governmental contributions for the project. 
  
Federal contributions: year 1, $342,500 (58%); year 2, $344,814 (51%); year 3, $344,854  (61%) 
Non-governmental source contributions: year 1, $241,057 (42%); year 2, $330,393 (49%); year 3, $215,318 
(39%) 
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