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I. SUMMARY OF 2001 BOARD ACTIONS 

These pages contain the Federation of State Medical Boards’ Summary of 2001 Board Actions.  The annual summary is presented 
with medical boards grouped by physician population size as follows:  Boards with more than 15,000 physicians practicing in-state, 
boards with 2,000 - 15,000 physicians practicing in-state, and boards with fewer than 2,000 physicians practicing in-state. The 
following definitions of the column headings may help the reader understand the data provided. 
 
Column Heading and Definition 
 
   A Loss of License or Licensed Privilege:  Includes revocation, suspension, surrender or mandatory retirement of 

license, or loss of privileges afforded by that license. 
 
   B Restriction of License or Licensed Privilege:  Includes probation, limitation, or restriction of license, or licensed 

privileges. 
 
   C Other Prejudicial Actions:  Modification of a physician’s license, or the privileges granted by that license, that results 

in a penalty or reprimand, etc., to the physician.  Such action is specific to the individual physician as opposed to a 
group of physicians (example:  denial of a license due to adverse information concerning an individual as opposed to a 
denial based on lack of qualification that would apply to a large group of people). 

 
   D  Total Prejudicial Actions:  The sum of Columns A, B and C. 
 
   E Non-Prejudicial Actions:  An action that does not result in modification or termination of a license or licensed 

privileges.  This action is frequently administrative in nature, such as a license denial due to lack of qualification or a 
reinstatement following disciplinary action. 

 
   F  Total Actions:  The sum of Columns D and E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

I. SUMMARY OF 2001 BOARD ACTIONS  -  Continued 
 
Column Heading and Definition 
 
   G Number of Physicians with Prejudicial Actions:  This number refers to the total number of individual physicians 

against whom prejudicial actions have been taken within a jurisdiction.  Because an individual physician may have two or 
more prejudicial actions, this number usually is less than the total number of prejudicial actions taken within a jurisdiction 
(Column D).  Since some physicians hold licenses in more than one state, a total for Column G would not be an 
accurate reflection of the total number of physicians with prejudicial actions in the country because many physicians 
may have received prejudicial actions in all of the states where they hold a license.  The total for Column G, therefore, 
has been purposely omitted. 

 
   H Number of Physicians with Non-Prejudicial Actions:  This number refers to the total number of individual physicians 

against whom non-prejudicial actions have been taken within a jurisdiction.  Because an individual physician may have 
two or more non-prejudicial actions, this number usually is less than the total number of non-prejudicial actions taken 
within a jurisdiction (Column E).  Since some physicians hold licenses in more than one state, a total for Column H 
would not be an accurate reflection of the total number of physicians with non-prejudicial actions in the country because 
many physicians may have received non-prejudicial actions in all of the states where they hold a license.  The total for 
Column H, therefore, has been purposely omitted.  

 
   I   Total Number of Physicians with Actions:  This number refers to the total number of individual physicians against 

whom any type of actions have been taken within a jurisdiction.  This number is not always equal to the sum of Columns 
G and H, because an individual physician receiving both a prejudicial and a non-prejudicial action in a jurisdiction is not 
counted twice.  Since some physicians hold licenses in more than one state, a total for Column I would not be an 
accurate reflection of the total number of physicians with actions in the country because many physicians may have 
received actions in all of the states where they hold a license.  The total for Column I, therefore, has been purposely 
omitted.   

 
   J Total Number of Licensed Physicians:  Refers to the total number of physicians who have been licensed to practice 

within a specific jurisdiction.  Because not all physicians who are licensed to practice within a jurisdiction actually 
practice within that jurisdiction, this number is usually greater than the Number of Physicians Practicing In-State 
(Column K).  Since some physicians hold licenses in more than one state, a total for Column J would not be an 
accurate reflection of the total number of licensed physicians in the country because many physicians would be counted 
more than once.  The total for Column J, therefore, has been purposely omitted. 



 

I. SUMMARY OF 2001 BOARD ACTIONS  -  Continued 
 
Column Heading and Definition 
 
   K Total Number of Licensed Physicians Practicing In-State:  Refers to the total number of physicians who are 

actually practicing within a specific jurisdiction.  Because not all physicians who are licensed to practice within a 
jurisdiction actually practice within that jurisdiction, this number is usually less than the Total Number of Licensed 
Physicians (Column J). 

 
L - O These four columns contain ratios derived from the data in the preceding columns.  Although the ratios may be used 

individually, they are primarily used to calculate the Composite Action Index (Column P). 
 
   P Composite Action Index:  The Composite Action Index (CAI) is the arithmetic mean of the four ratios provided in 

Columns L - O.  Each of the four ratios offers a useful and interesting measure of activity within a jurisdiction.  
However, to depend on any one as a definite measure would be to ignore significant variables represented in the 
others.  Therefore, the Federation has created the CAI to combine the four ratios into a single composite ratio for each 
board.  This simple device, the CAI, permits relevant variables to contribute in a balanced way to a final figure that can 
be useful in measuring an individual board’s disciplinary activity over time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMARY OF 2001 BOARD ACTIONS
Reported by Licensing and Disciplinary Medical Boards
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Reporting Board A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P

 Medical Boards With More Than 15,000 Physicians Practicing In-State: 

 California 166 125 113 404 87 491 346 86 432 110,800 86,071 4.43 5.70 3.65 4.69 4.62

 Florida 93 43 219 355 25 380 318 25 343 48,004 44,573 7.92 8.53 7.40 7.96 7.95

 Georgia 38 57 12 107 31 138 81 38 119 25,808 17,964 5.35 7.68 4.15 5.96 5.78

 Illinois 45 18 33 96 25 121 90 25 115 39,474 32,449 3.07 3.73 2.43 2.96 3.05

 Massachusetts 50 37 20 107 4 111 76 6 82 29,168 20,628 3.81 5.38 3.67 5.19 4.51

 Michigan 39 29 21 89 32 121 78 33 111 32,615 23,861 3.71 5.07 2.73 3.73 3.81

 New Jersey 73 32 16 121 16 137 116 18 134 32,600 30,721 4.20 4.46 3.71 3.94 4.08

 New York 254 95 71 420 66 486 365 66 431 72,920 56,995 6.66 8.53 5.76 7.37 7.08

 North Carolina 45 8 69 122 44 166 88 31 119 28,325 20,482 5.86 8.10 4.31 5.96 6.06

 Ohio 100 101 17 218 24 242 169 26 195 34,602 25,598 6.99 9.45 6.30 8.52 7.82

 Pennsylvania 67 18 37 122 13 135 114 13 127 46,158 30,292 2.92 4.46 2.64 4.03 3.51

 Texas 48 74 95 217 16 233 198 21 219 49,184 35,618 4.74 6.54 4.41 6.09 5.45

 Virginia 52 18 13 83 16 99 76 16 92 29,629 17,402 3.34 5.69 2.80 4.77 4.15

 Wisconsin 14 10 70 94 14 108 59 13 72 33,874 17,559 3.19 6.15 2.77 5.35 4.37

  * Per 1,000 Licensees
** Validity of this CAI is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000.

NR= No Report Received  N/A = Not Applicable 
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Reporting Board A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P

Medical Boards With 2,000 - 15,000 Physicians Practicing In-State:

 Alabama 33 14 20 67 11 78 60 11 71 13,716 9,177 5.69 8.50 4.88 7.30 6.59

 Arizona 32 92 44 168 17 185 143 17 160 15,299 9,803 12.09 18.87 10.98 17.14 14.77

 Arkansas 18 6 6 30 6 36 24 8 32 7,830 5,128 4.60 7.02 3.83 5.85 5.32

 California Osteo 5 4 5 14 4 18 13 4 17 3,330 2,168 5.41 8.30 4.20 6.46 6.09

 Colorado 26 24 36 86 6 92 79 6 85 12,953 10,077 7.10 9.13 6.64 8.53 7.85

 Connecticut 13 13 7 33 9 42 29 9 38 13,591 10,583 3.09 3.97 2.43 3.12 3.15

 District of Columbia 2 1 0 3 2 5 3 2 5 9,292 4,646 0.54 1.08 0.32 0.65 0.65

 Florida Osteo 4 3 25 32 7 39 28 7 35 3,953 2,631 9.87 14.82 8.10 12.16 11.24

 Hawaii 2 1 5 8 0 8 8 0 8 6,486 3,318 1.23 2.41 1.23 2.41 1.82

 Idaho 7 8 2 17 1 18 14 1 15 3,670 3,489 4.90 5.16 4.63 4.87 4.89

 Indiana 20 7 3 30 8 38 23 8 31 24,945 13,424 1.52 2.83 1.20 2.23 1.95

 Iowa 23 21 12 56 1 57 52 1 53 9,854 5,856 5.78 9.73 5.68 9.56 7.69

 Kansas 19 8 9 36 4 40 33 4 37 9,366 6,575 4.27 6.08 3.84 5.48 4.92

 Kentucky 31 29 7 67 3 70 49 8 57 12,834 8,634 5.45 8.11 5.22 7.76 6.64

  * Per 1,000 Licensees
** Validity of this CAI is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000.

NR= No Report Received  N/A = Not Applicable 
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Medical Boards With 2,000-15,000 Physicians Practicing In-State (Continued):

 Louisiana 17 25 5 47 9 56 37 12 49 16,576 10,968 3.38 5.11 2.84 4.29 3.90

 Maine 6 1 5 12 1 13 12 1 13 4,885 2,964 2.66 4.39 2.46 4.05 3.39

 Maryland 28 11 10 49 17 66 45 18 63 22,068 14,256 2.99 4.63 2.22 3.44 3.32

 Michigan Osteo 15 16 7 38 11 49 34 11 45 6,622 5,228 7.40 9.37 5.74 7.27 7.44

 Minnesota 13 12 19 44 11 55 40 12 52 16,418 12,507 3.35 4.40 2.68 3.52 3.49

 Mississippi 12 13 2 27 17 44 22 19 41 8,415 5,756 5.23 7.64 3.21 4.69 5.19

 Missouri 19 28 14 61 12 73 55 13 68 20,994 13,625 3.48 5.36 2.91 4.48 4.05

 Montana 3 6 1 10 0 10 10 0 10 2,986 2,067 3.35 4.84 3.35 4.84 4.09

 Nebraska 7 3 7 17 2 19 17 2 19 6,073 3,664 3.13 5.19 2.80 4.64 3.94

 Nevada 12 4 2 18 2 20 17 2 19 4,344 3,515 4.60 5.69 4.14 5.12 4.89

 New Hampshire 10 3 13 26 1 27 22 1 23 4,241 3,042 6.37 8.88 6.13 8.55 7.48

 New Mexico 4 7 9 20 3 23 20 3 23 5,722 3,704 4.02 6.21 3.50 5.40 4.78

 Oklahoma 37 18 3 58 7 65 47 12 59 7,823 5,362 8.31 12.12 7.41 10.82 9.67

 Oregon 14 26 5 45 4 49 39 5 44 12,002 9,726 4.08 5.04 3.75 4.63 4.37

  * Per 1,000 Licensees
** Validity of this CAI is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000.

NR= No Report Received  N/A = Not Applicable 
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Medical Boards With 2,000-15,000 Physicians Practicing In-State (Continued):

 Pennsylvania Osteo 16 9 29 54 0 54 50 0 50 6,541 4,439 8.26 12.16 8.26 12.16 10.21

 Puerto Rico NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NA NA NA NA NA

 Rhode Island 5 2 3 10 0 10 8 0 8 4,034 3,008 2.48 3.32 2.48 3.32 2.90

 South Carolina 12 1 10 23 11 34 22 11 33 12,939 9,188 2.63 3.70 1.78 2.50 2.65

 South Dakota 0 2 1 3 1 4 3 1 4 2,637 2,455 1.52 1.63 1.14 1.22 1.38

 Tennessee 20 15 5 40 8 48 36 8 44 17,338 10,748 2.77 4.47 2.31 3.72 3.32

 Utah 9 19 0 28 5 33 17 6 23 7,107 5,408 4.64 6.10 3.94 5.18 4.97

 Vermont 5 0 2 7 1 8 7 1 8 3,301 2,003 2.42 3.99 2.12 3.49 3.01

 Washington 10 25 9 44 11 55 40 10 50 19,661 14,634 2.80 3.76 2.24 3.01 2.95

 West Virginia 13 8 7 28 8 36 27 8 35 6,193 3,570 5.81 10.08 4.52 7.84 7.07

Medical Boards With Fewer Than 2,000 Physicians Practicing In-State

 Alaska 8 3 7 18 1 19 18 1 19 2,292 1,330 8.29 14.29 7.85 13.53 10.99

 Arizona Osteo 12 12 9 33 6 39 22 8 30 1,674 1,118 23.30 34.88 19.71 29.52 26.85

 Delaware 2 0 0 2 0 2 2 0 2 3,452 1,970 0.58 1.02 0.58 1.02 0.80

 Guam * 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 232 148 NA NA NA NA NA

  * Per 1,000 Licensees
** Validity of this CAI is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000.

NR= No Report Received  N/A = Not Applicable 
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Medical Boards with Fewer Than 2,000 Physicians Practicing In-State (Continued):

 Maine Osteo * 0 2 1 3 0 3 3 0 3 780 402 3.85 7.46 3.85 7.46 5.65

 Nevada Osteo * 2 0 0 2 0 2 2 0 2 571 322 3.50 6.21 3.50 6.21 4.86

 New Mexico Osteo * 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 364 176 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

 North Dakota 6 4 1 11 3 14 11 3 14 2,556 1,366 5.48 10.25 4.30 8.05 7.02

 N. Mariana Islands * NR NR NR NR Nr NR NR NR Nr NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

 Oklahoma Osteo 8 11 1 20 2 22 16 2 18 1,707 1,269 12.89 17.34 11.72 15.76 14.43

 Tennessee Osteo * 1 2 0 3 0 3 2 0 2 571 234 5.25 12.82 5.25 12.82 9.04

 Utah Osteo * 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 203 189 4.93 5.29 4.93 5.29 5.11

 Vermont Osteo * 1 0 1 2 0 2 2 0 2 104 45 19.23 44.44 19.23 44.44 31.84

 Virgin Islands NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NA NA NA NA NA

 Washington Osteo * 0 2 1 3 0 3 3 0 3 690 520 4.35 5.77 4.35 5.77 5.06

 West Virginia Osteo * 3 0 0 3 0 3 3 0 3 839 499 3.58 6.01 3.58 6.01 4.79

 Wyoming * 0 2 1 3 1 4 3 1 4 2,275 988 1.76 4.05 1.32 3.04 2.54

 TOTALS: 1,650 1,188 1,177 4,015 647 4,662 N/A N/A N/A N/A 718,135 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

  * Per 1,000 Licensees
** Validity of this CAI is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000.

NR= No Report Received  N/A = Not Applicable 



 

II.        COMPOSITE ACTION INDICES REPORT 
 
As stated previously, the Composite Action Index is an index variable which averages the four ratios found in Columns L - O in the 
Summary of Board Actions.  The CAI is not only a measure of overall activity within a board, but also is useful as a measure of 
change in activity over time within a specific board.  It must be noted, however, that it is not statistically valid to use the CAI to 
compare one board’s activity level with that of another in any given year.  The following chart—Composite Action Indices Report—
lists the composite action index for each reporting board for the years 1993 through 2001. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMPOSITE ACTION INDICES REPORT
1993 - 2001

Reporting Board

1993        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1994        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1995        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1996        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1997        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1998       
Composite 

Action 
Index

1999       
Composite 

Action 
Index

2000 
Composite 

Action 
Index

2001 
Composite 

Action 
Index

 Alabama 3.03 1.77 5.03 3.42 4.75 5.90 5.75 5.6 6.59

 Alaska 4.82 8.34 5.13 10.50 8.09 13.03 11.43 14.1 10.99

 Arizona 13.64 12.98 15.36 20.79 13.86 8.45 6.50 7.6 14.77

 Arizona Osteo 18.13 12.68 6.83 16.35 21.20 12.99 18.60 44.2 26.85

 Arkansas 3.36 3.49 3.71 4.16 4.95 7.84 5.30 4.97 5.32

 California 3.02 3.46 5.86 5.01 5.45 5.82 6.10 5.73 4.62

 California Osteo 11.80 7.40 4.98 13.41 3.20 4.86 9.60 6.79 6.09

 Colorado 8.73 8.94 10.25 10.43 7.95 6.34 7.31 4.39 7.85

 Connecticut 4.25 3.91 5.49 4.93 4.39 4.52 2.98 4.56 3.15

 Delaware 1.20 1.37 1.27 4.11 2.11 1.32 1.10 1.2 0.8

 District of Columbia NR 0.33 0.59 2.87 2.35 2.71 2.06 NR 0.65

 Florida 8.97 10.63 8.88 7.19 5.33 2.85 5.85 7.26 7.95

 Florida Osteo 0.20 4.89 9.48 8.24 3.37 5.39 10.28 7.29 11.24

 Georgia 7.81 8.43 8.78 5.18 4.64 6.75 5.24 6.1 5.74

 Guam * NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR

 Hawaii 1.82 1.07 1.50 4.52 3.01 3.25 2.43 2.19 1.82

 Idaho 3.90 4.29 3.33 5.02 3.14 4.60 6.22 1.43 4.89

 Illinois 4.24 3.79 3.52 3.85 5.85 3.82 4.40 2.71 3.05

 Indiana 5.77 6.17 3.45 3.70 3.75 4.07 4.80 3.38 1.95

*Validity of the CAI for this jurisdiction is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000
NR = No Report Received  



COMPOSITE ACTION INDICES REPORT
1993 - 2001

Reporting Board

1993        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1994        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1995        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1996        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1997        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1998       
Composite 

Action 
Index

1999       
Composite 

Action 
Index

2000 
Composite 

Action 
Index

2001 
Composite 

Action 
Index

 Iowa 8.00 7.86 9.14 10.01 10.15 6.04 6.07 6.54 7.69

 Kansas 5.25 6.61 3.41 6.41 4.22 3.24 3.18 3.81 4.92

 Kentucky 10.38 9.22 6.27 4.93 5.73 5.33 5.96 8.23 6.64

 Louisiana 5.84 4.73 4.87 2.87 2.77 4.73 4.11 3.84 3.9

 Maine 2.94 4.15 3.75 6.27 3.82 8.76 4.18 4.9 3.39

 Maine Osteo * 2.74 19.80 8.95 24.34 25.88 8.02 7.95 18.44 5.65

 Maryland 7.12 7.97 6.79 7.17 6.84 6.98 5.56 5.14 3.32

 Massachusetts 2.08 3.98 3.31 4.41 3.34 2.17 3.46 2.54 4.51

 Michigan 3.28 3.40 5.29 4.54 5.36 6.78 6.51 6.29 3.81

 Michigan Osteo 7.66 4.71 5.79 8.37 7.26 7.82 7.34 9.83 7.44

 Minnesota 7.82 5.13 4.98 5.53 3.20 4.22 2.72 2.94 3.49

 Mississippi 7.86 7.85 8.79 10.85 10.13 8.21 7.15 5.14 5.19

 Missouri 7.88 8.13 4.46 4.33 4.19 2.71 3.82 5.82 4.05

 Montana 3.94 8.39 6.00 4.45 4.69 2.94 4.01 2.17 4.09

 Nebraska 0.80 5.63 4.33 5.24 7.25 8.39 6.84 5.81 3.94

 Nevada 4.64 4.00 7.78 5.10 4.32 4.99 3.94 4.16 4.89

 Nevada Osteo * NR NR 3.40 3.00 NR NR NR 0 4.86

 New Hampshire 1.77 2.44 3.01 2.30 2.58 5.12 7.33 7.04 7.48

 New Jersey 6.14 5.60 5.07 5.31 3.64 3.95 NA 3.92 4.08

*Validity of the CAI for this jurisdiction is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000
NR = No Report Received  
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 New Mexico 3.17 3.98 6.34 5.98 2.45 11.26 5.33 4.51 4.78

 New Mexico Osteo * 16.74 8.33 4.08 NR 4.10 NR NR 0 0

 New York 3.82 5.88 7.19 6.48 6.84 7.00 7.20 8.1 7.08

 North Carolina 2.94 3.38 3.82 3.38 7.02 6.58 6.58 6.09 6.06

 North Dakota 11.80 8.06 6.79 10.92 7.25 8.82 11.20 13.42 7.02

 N. Mariana Islands * NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NR

 Ohio 4.01 4.76 6.25 6.57 5.87 6.84 9.17 7.51 7.82

 Oklahoma 10.84 9.07 5.98 7.96 8.25 9.78 6.63 7.55 9.67

 Oklahoma Osteo 13.81 7.58 11.09 16.44 5.66 13.00 9.94 8.04 14.43

 Oregon 4.62 5.41 5.74 4.57 4.58 4.21 3.78 4.44 4.37

 Pennsylvania 1.87 3.08 3.08 4.97 5.05 3.37 3.74 3.96 3.51

 Pennsylvania Osteo 3.52 3.75 4.52 6.05 3.62 5.31 3.71 4.74 10.21

 Puerto Rico NR 0.37 NR 0.32 1.14 1.06 NR 0 NR

 Rhode Island 3.73 6.98 5.92 6.67 8.61 7.90 3.86 3.91 2.9

 South Carolina 7.44 6.67 4.03 4.71 3.99 5.51 3.97 4.11 2.65

 South Dakota 6.35 6.39 5.21 6.25 6.60 6.37 2.59 1.56 1.38

 Tennessee 2.98 3.95 4.54 3.43 2.46 0.99 1.44 3.48 3.32

 Tennessee Osteo * NR 3.72 4.60 NR NR NR 14.35 0 9.04

 Texas 4.74 6.40 6.96 6.05 6.14 7.08 5.45 4.71 5.45

*Validity of the CAI for this jurisdiction is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000
NR = No Report Received  
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 Utah 2.74 3.61 3.03 5.66 3.61 5.23 3.19 6.05 4.97

 Utah Osteo* N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 21.14 5.11

 Vermont 6.44 6.02 8.51 8.58 5.39 9.11 9.03 4.35 3.01

 Vermont Osteo * NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 33.78 31.84

 Virgin Islands * NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 0 NR

 Virginia 3.59 3.89 3.23 2.82 3.65 3.19 5.13 4.93 4.15

 Washington 6.00 5.33 6.44 5.48 5.53 4.71 4.33 3.16 2.95

 Washington Osteo * 2.05 28.85 9.13 6.95 9.48 12.39 10.77 1.75 5.06

 West Virginia 13.87 11.18 11.93 8.45 7.98 9.67 7.37 4.02 7.07

 West Virginia Osteo * 3.59 2.27 4.40 8.10 2.80 3.56 5.15 5.64 4.79

 Wisconsin 5.27 5.36 4.42 5.08 4.42 5.66 6.19 7.23 4.37
 Wyoming * 4.70 10.91 8.42 3.68 11.72 7.05 9.35 9.49 2.54

*Validity of the CAI for this jurisdiction is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000
NR = No Report Received  



 

III. GRAPH 
 
The following page contains a selected graph illustrating the relationships between specific variables reported in the previous charts.  
The graph is: 
 

A. Summary of Board Actions by Type, 1991-2001 
 

Shows the total number of actions (just below the base of each bar on the graph) taken by member boards for each of the eleven 
years from 1991-2001.  The graph also provides totals for each of these years for prejudicial actions compared to non-
prejudicial actions. 
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