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I. SUMMARY OF 2002 BOARD ACTIONS 

These pages contain the Federation of State Medical Boards’ Summary of 2002 Board Actions.  The information in this report 
reflects a compilation of disciplinary actions gathered from state licensing/regulatory boards.  The reader should be aware each state 
has differing structures and statutory authority influencing outcomes.  The information contained herein should not be used to 
compare the performance between boards but rather as a tool to review an individual board’s activity over time.  The annual 
summary is presented with medical boards grouped by physician population size as follows:  Boards with more than 15,000 
physicians practicing in-state, boards with 2,000 - 15,000 physicians practicing in-state, and boards with fewer than 2,000 physicians 
practicing in-state. The following definitions of the column headings may help the reader understand the data provided. 
 
 
 
Column Heading and Definition 
 
   A Loss of License or Licensed Privilege:  Includes revocation, suspension, surrender or mandatory retirement of 

license, or loss of privileges afforded by that license. 
 
   B Restriction of License or Licensed Privilege:  Includes probation, limitation, or restriction of license, or licensed 

privileges. 
 
   C Other Prejudicial Actions:  Modification of a physician’s license, or the privileges granted by that license, that results 

in a penalty or reprimand, etc., to the physician.  Such action is specific to the individual physician as opposed to a 
group of physicians (example:  denial of a license due to adverse information concerning an individual as opposed to a 
denial based on lack of qualification that would apply to a large group of people). 

 
   D  Total Prejudicial Actions:  The sum of Columns A, B and C. 
 
   E Non-Prejudicial Actions:  An action that does not result in modification or termination of a license or licensed 

privileges.  This action is frequently administrative in nature, such as a license denial due to lack of qualification or a 
reinstatement following disciplinary action. 

 
   F  Total Actions:  The sum of Columns D and E. 
 
  
 



 

I. SUMMARY OF 2002 BOARD ACTIONS  -  Continued 
 
Column Heading and Definition 
 
   G Number of Physicians with Prejudicial Actions:  This number refers to the total number of individual physicians 

against whom prejudicial actions have been taken within a jurisdiction.  Because an individual physician may have two or 
more prejudicial actions, this number usually is less than the total number of prejudicial actions taken within a jurisdiction 
(Column D).  Since some physicians hold licenses in more than one state, a total for Column G would not be an 
accurate reflection of the total number of physicians with prejudicial actions in the country because many physicians 
may have received prejudicial actions in all of the states where they hold a license.  The total for Column G, therefore, 
has been purposely omitted. 

 
   H Number of Physicians with Non-Prejudicial Actions:  This number refers to the total number of individual physicians 

against whom non-prejudicial actions have been taken within a jurisdiction.  Because an individual physician may have 
two or more non-prejudicial actions, this number usually is less than the total number of non-prejudicial actions taken 
within a jurisdiction (Column E).  Since some physicians hold licenses in more than one state, a total for Column H 
would not be an accurate reflection of the total number of physicians with non-prejudicial actions in the country because 
many physicians may have received non-prejudicial actions in all of the states where they hold a license.  The total for 
Column H, therefore, has been purposely omitted.  

 
   I   Total Number of Physicians with Actions:  This number refers to the total number of individual physicians against 

whom any type of actions have been taken within a jurisdiction.  This number is not always equal to the sum of Columns 
G and H, because an individual physician receiving both a prejudicial and a non-prejudicial action in a jurisdiction is not 
counted twice.  Since some physicians hold licenses in more than one state, a total for Column I would not be an 
accurate reflection of the total number of physicians with actions in the country because many physicians may have 
received actions in all of the states where they hold a license.  The total for Column I, therefore, has been purposely 
omitted.   

 
   J Total Number of Licensed Physicians:  Refers to the total number of physicians who have been licensed to practice 

within a specific jurisdiction.  Because not all physicians who are licensed to practice within a jurisdiction actually 
practice within that jurisdiction, this number is usually greater than the Number of Physicians Practicing In-State 
(Column K).  Since some physicians hold licenses in more than one state, a total for Column J would not be an 
accurate reflection of the total number of licensed physicians in the country because many physicians would be counted 
more than once.  The total for Column J, therefore, has been purposely omitted. 



 

I. SUMMARY OF 2002 BOARD ACTIONS  -  Continued 
 
Column Heading and Definition 
 
   K Total Number of Licensed Physicians Practicing In-State:  Refers to the total number of physicians who are 

actually practicing within a specific jurisdiction.  Because not all physicians who are licensed to practice within a 
jurisdiction actually practice within that jurisdiction, this number is usually less than the Total Number of Licensed 
Physicians (Column J). 

 
L - O These four columns contain ratios derived from the data in the preceding columns.  Although the ratios may be used 

individually, they are primarily used to calculate the Composite Action Index (Column P). 
 
   P Composite Action Index:  The Composite Action Index (CAI) is the arithmetic mean of the four ratios provided in 

Columns L - O.  Each of the four ratios offers a useful and interesting measure of activity within a jurisdiction.  
However, to depend on any one as a definite measure would be to ignore significant variables represented in the 
others.  Therefore, the Federation has created the CAI to combine the four ratios into a single composite ratio for each 
board.  This simple device, the CAI, permits relevant variables to contribute in a balanced way to a final figure that can 
be useful in measuring an individual board’s disciplinary activity over time. 
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Reporting Board A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P

 Alabama 34 18 14 66 9 75 55 9 62 13,781 9,342 5.44 8.03 4.79 7.06 6.33

 Alaska 7 4 10 21 1 22 18 1 19 2,244 1,366 9.80 16.11 9.36 15.37 12.66

 Arizona 18 70 32 120 33 153 100 35 123 15,882 10,206 9.63 14.99 7.56 11.76 10.98

 Arizona Osteo 0 6 2 8 1 9 6 1 7 1,632 1,171 5.51 7.69 4.90 6.83 6.23

 Arkansas 12 5 5 22 1 23 19 1 19 8,038 5,196 2.86 4.43 2.74 4.23 3.56

 California 192 137 123 452 129 581 377 126 472 113,208 88,149 5.13 6.59 3.99 5.13 5.21

 California Osteo 3 6 4 13 2 15 12 2 14 3,557 2,362 4.22 6.35 3.65 5.50 4.93

 Colorado 45 44 37 126 21 147 110 21 124 14,020 10,688 10.49 13.75 8.99 11.79 11.25

 Connecticut 20 12 13 45 8 53 40 8 47 13,424 10,421 3.95 5.09 3.35 4.32 4.18

 Delaware 1 2 1 4 0 4 4 0 4 3,539 NR 1.13 NA 1.13 NA NA

 District of Columbia 10 4 1 15 1 16 13 1 13 9,609 6,649 1.67 2.41 1.56 2.26 1.97

 Florida 65 28 198 291 27 318 262 27 280 47,955 45,061 6.63 7.06 6.07 6.46 6.55

 Florida Osteo 7 4 35 46 3 49 44 3 46 4,039 3,325 12.13 14.74 11.39 13.83 13.02

 Georgia 34 50 28 112 17 129 92 20 106 25,518 17,944 5.06 7.19 4.39 6.24 5.72

 Guam NR NR NR NA NR NA NR NR NA 301 183 NA NA NA NA NA

 Hawaii 4 0 4 8 0 8 8 0 8 6,315 3,363 1.27 2.38 1.27 2.38 1.82

 Idaho 6 6 5 17 1 18 13 1 14 3,651 2,426 4.93 7.42 4.66 7.01 6.00

 Illinois 74 46 36 156 20 176 135 21 153 36,502 31,422 4.82 5.60 4.27 4.96 4.92

 Indiana 37 7 6 50 5 55 31 5 36 26,708 13,844 2.06 3.97 1.87 3.61 2.88

  * Per 1,000 Licensees
** Validity of this CAI is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000.

NR= No Report Received  NA = Not Applicable 
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Reporting Board A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P

 Iowa 21 12 16 49 4 53 43 5 47 9,776 5,885 5.42 9.01 5.01 8.33 6.94

 Kansas 11 6 8 25 5 30 25 7 28 9,417 6,582 3.19 4.56 2.65 3.80 3.55

 Kentucky 39 33 12 84 4 88 66 6 69 13,034 9,022 6.75 9.75 6.44 9.31 8.07

 Louisiana 26 24 10 60 11 71 48 12 57 16,177 10,718 4.39 6.62 3.71 5.60 5.08

 Maine 11 2 4 17 1 18 13 1 14 4,922 3,128 3.66 5.75 3.45 5.43 4.58

 Maine Osteo 1 3 3 7 2 9 6 2 7 741 647 12.15 13.91 9.45 10.82 11.58

 Maryland 23 16 18 57 14 71 53 14 66 22,561 16,919 3.15 4.20 2.53 3.37 3.31

 Massachusetts 57 50 20 127 7 134 93 7 100 32,328 26,697 4.15 5.02 3.93 4.76 4.46

 Michigan 35 25 13 73 26 99 62 26 82 35,470 25,650 2.79 3.86 2.06 2.85 2.89

 Michigan Osteo 12 14 5 31 14 45 27 15 38 6,683 5,307 6.73 8.48 4.64 5.84 6.42

 Minnesota 14 16 18 48 22 70 42 24 62 16,787 12,824 4.17 5.46 2.86 3.74 4.06

 Mississippi 12 10 2 24 14 38 16 14 30 8,208 4,862 4.63 7.82 2.92 4.94 5.08

 Missouri 16 24 14 54 6 60 50 6 55 19,966 13,080 3.01 4.59 2.70 4.13 3.61

 Montana 11 4 1 16 3 19 13 3 14 3,730 3,106 5.09 6.12 4.29 5.15 5.16

 N.  Mariana Islands NR NR NR NA NR NA NR NR NA NR NR NA NA NA NA NA

 Nebraska 9 5 15 29 1 30 25 1 26 5,912 3,697 5.07 8.11 4.91 7.84 6.48

 Nevada 8 1 7 16 4 20 15 3 16 4,737 3,700 4.22 5.41 3.38 4.32 4.33

 Nevada Osteo 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 622 342 1.61 2.92 1.61 2.92 2.27

 New Hampshire 6 5 11 22 2 24 23 2 23 4,395 3,124 5.46 7.68 5.01 7.04 6.30

  * Per 1,000 Licensees
** Validity of this CAI is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000.

NR= No Report Received  NA = Not Applicable 
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 New Jersey 81 28 25 134 11 145 121 13 132 55,275 32,604 2.62 4.45 2.42 4.11 3.40

 New Mexico 12 11 7 30 3 33 27 3 30 5,805 3,795 5.68 8.70 5.17 7.91 6.86

 New Mexico Osteo NR NR NR NA NR NA NR NR NA 368 176 NA NA NA NA NA

 New York 226 96 73 395 53 448 339 54 381 74,063 56,995 6.05 7.86 5.33 6.93 6.54

 North Carolina 38 5 47 90 34 124 69 25 85 29,308 21,278 4.23 5.83 3.07 4.23 4.34

 North Dakota 9 5 1 15 10 25 13 10 21 2,702 1,583 9.25 15.79 5.55 9.48 10.02

 Ohio 126 121 34 281 29 310 227 32 252 38,190 27,738 8.12 11.18 7.36 10.13 9.20

 Oklahoma 24 24 5 53 8 61 46 16 52 8,004 5,332 7.62 11.44 6.62 9.94 8.91

 Oklahoma Osteo 11 8 1 20 1 21 16 1 17 1,710 1,259 12.28 16.68 11.70 15.89 14.14

 Oregon 19 25 6 50 10 60 45 10 54 12,355 10,466 4.86 5.73 4.05 4.78 4.85

 Pennsylvania 66 16 32 114 15 129 103 14 116 38,439 29,221 3.36 4.41 2.97 3.90 3.66

 Pennsylvania Osteo 9 2 20 31 7 38 29 7 35 5,701 4,472 6.67 8.50 5.44 6.93 6.88

 Puerto Rico NR NR NR NA NR NR NR NR NA NR NR NA NA NA NA NA

 Rhode Island 8 2 0 10 3 13 9 3 12 3,870 2,915 3.36 4.46 2.58 3.43 3.46

 South Carolina 14 3 13 30 4 34 27 4 31 13,339 9,320 2.55 3.65 2.25 3.22 2.92

 South Dakota 3 1 0 4 1 5 3 1 4 2,736 1,632 1.83 3.06 1.46 2.45 2.20

 Tennessee 11 11 0 22 6 28 24 9 28 17,551 10,645 1.60 2.63 1.25 2.07 1.89

 Tennessee Osteo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 599 253 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

 Texas 85 78 96 259 21 280 227 24 243 49,980 37,188 5.60 7.53 5.18 6.96 6.32

  * Per 1,000 Licensees
** Validity of this CAI is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000.

NR= No Report Received  NA = Not Applicable 
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 Utah 9 22 2 33 6 39 27 6 33 6,910 NR 5.64 NA 4.78 NA NA

 Utah Osteo 0 3 0 3 0 3 2 0 2 210 NR 14.29 NA 14.29 NA NA

 Vermont 5 2 3 10 2 12 9 2 11 2,815 1,745 4.26 6.88 3.55 5.73 5.11

 Vermont Osteo 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 81 42 12.35 23.81 12.35 23.81 18.08

 Virgin Islands NR NR NR NA NR NA NR NR NA NR NR NA NA NA NA NA

 Virginia 47 17 39 103 30 133 100 30 118 28,589 16,937 4.65 7.85 3.60 6.08 5.55

 Washington 13 23 8 44 16 60 39 16 54 19,253 14,261 3.12 4.21 2.29 3.09 3.17

 Washington Osteo 1 1 2 4 0 4 4 0 4 719 539 5.56 7.42 5.56 7.42 6.49

 West Virginia 15 7 8 30 6 36 26 6 32 6,100 3,552 5.90 10.14 4.92 8.45 7.35

 West Virginia Osteo 1 0 2 3 1 4 3 1 3 861 525 4.65 7.62 3.48 5.71 5.37

 Wisconsin 16 4 52 72 9 81 37 9 42 19,868 13,222 4.08 6.13 3.62 5.45 4.82

 Wyoming 9 3 4 16 1 17 12 1 12 2,277 881 7.47 19.30 7.03 18.16 12.99

 TOTALS: 1,739 1,218 1,212 4,169 706 4,875 N/A N/A N/A N/A 726,984 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

  * Per 1,000 Licensees
** Validity of this CAI is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000.

NR= No Report Received  NA = Not Applicable 



 

II.        COMPOSITE ACTION INDICES REPORT 
 
As stated previously, the Composite Action Index is an index variable which averages the four ratios found in Columns L - O in the 
Summary of Board Actions.  The CAI is not only a measure of overall activity within a board, but also is useful as a measure of 
change in activity over time within a specific board.  It must be noted, however, that it is not statistically valid to use the CAI to 
compare one board’s activity level with that of another in any given year.  The following chart—Composite Action Indices Report—
lists the composite action index for each reporting board for the years 1993 through 2002. 



COMPOSITE ACTION INDICES REPORT
1993 - 2002

Reporting Board

1993        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1994        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1995        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1996        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1997        
Composite 

Action 
Index

1998       
Composite 

Action 
Index

1999       
Composite 

Action 
Index

2000 
Composite 

Action 
Index

2001 
Composite 

Action 
Index

2002 
Composite 

Action       
Index

 Alabama 3.03 1.77 5.03 3.42 4.75 5.90 5.75 5.6 6.59 6.33

 Alaska 4.82 8.34 5.13 10.50 8.09 13.03 11.43 14.1 10.99 12.66

 Arizona 13.64 12.98 15.36 20.79 13.86 8.45 6.50 7.6 14.77 10.98

 Arizona Osteo 18.13 12.68 6.83 16.35 21.20 12.99 18.60 44.2 26.85 6.23

 Arkansas 3.36 3.49 3.71 4.16 4.95 7.84 5.30 4.97 5.32 3.56

 California 3.02 3.46 5.86 5.01 5.45 5.82 6.10 5.73 4.62 5.21

 California Osteo 11.80 7.40 4.98 13.41 3.20 4.86 9.60 6.79 6.09 4.93

 Colorado 8.73 8.94 10.25 10.43 7.95 6.34 7.31 4.39 7.85 11.25

 Connecticut 4.25 3.91 5.49 4.93 4.39 4.52 2.98 4.56 3.15 4.18

 Delaware 1.20 1.37 1.27 4.11 2.11 1.32 1.10 1.2 0.8 NA

 District of Columbia NR 0.33 0.59 2.87 2.35 2.71 2.06 NR 0.65 1.97

 Florida 8.97 10.63 8.88 7.19 5.33 2.85 5.85 7.26 7.95 6.55

 Florida Osteo 0.20 4.89 9.48 8.24 3.37 5.39 10.28 7.29 11.24 13.02

 Georgia 7.81 8.43 8.78 5.18 4.64 6.75 5.24 6.1 5.74 5.72

 Guam * NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NA

 Hawaii 1.82 1.07 1.50 4.52 3.01 3.25 2.43 2.19 1.82 1.82

 Idaho 3.90 4.29 3.33 5.02 3.14 4.60 6.22 1.43 4.89 6.00

 Illinois 4.24 3.79 3.52 3.85 5.85 3.82 4.40 2.71 3.05 4.92

 Indiana 5.77 6.17 3.45 3.70 3.75 4.07 4.80 3.38 1.95 2.88

*Validity of the CAI for this jurisdiction is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000

NR = No Report Received  
NA = Not Applicable   
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 Iowa 8.00 7.86 9.14 10.01 10.15 6.04 6.07 6.54 7.69 6.94

 Kansas 5.25 6.61 3.41 6.41 4.22 3.24 3.18 3.81 4.92 3.55

 Kentucky 10.38 9.22 6.27 4.93 5.73 5.33 5.96 8.23 6.64 8.07

 Louisiana 5.84 4.73 4.87 2.87 2.77 4.73 4.11 3.84 3.9 5.08

 Maine 2.94 4.15 3.75 6.27 3.82 8.76 4.18 4.9 3.39 4.58

 Maine Osteo * 2.74 19.80 8.95 24.34 25.88 8.02 7.95 18.44 5.65 11.58

 Maryland 7.12 7.97 6.79 7.17 6.84 6.98 5.56 5.14 3.32 3.31

 Massachusetts 2.08 3.98 3.31 4.41 3.34 2.17 3.46 2.54 4.51 4.46

 Michigan 3.28 3.40 5.29 4.54 5.36 6.78 6.51 6.29 3.81 2.89

 Michigan Osteo 7.66 4.71 5.79 8.37 7.26 7.82 7.34 9.83 7.44 6.42

 Minnesota 7.82 5.13 4.98 5.53 3.20 4.22 2.72 2.94 3.49 4.06

 Mississippi 7.86 7.85 8.79 10.85 10.13 8.21 7.15 5.14 5.19 5.08

 Missouri 7.88 8.13 4.46 4.33 4.19 2.71 3.82 5.82 4.05 3.61

 Montana 3.94 8.39 6.00 4.45 4.69 2.94 4.01 2.17 4.09 5.16

 Nebraska 0.80 5.63 4.33 5.24 7.25 8.39 6.84 5.81 3.94 6.48

 Nevada 4.64 4.00 7.78 5.10 4.32 4.99 3.94 4.16 4.89 4.33

 Nevada Osteo * NR NR 3.40 3.00 NR NR NR 0 4.86 2.27

 New Hampshire 1.77 2.44 3.01 2.30 2.58 5.12 7.33 7.04 7.48 6.30

 New Jersey 6.14 5.60 5.07 5.31 3.64 3.95 NA 3.92 4.08 3.40

*Validity of the CAI for this jurisdiction is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000

NR = No Report Received  
NA = Not Applicable   
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 New Mexico 3.17 3.98 6.34 5.98 2.45 11.26 5.33 4.51 4.78 6.86

 New Mexico Osteo * 16.74 8.33 4.08 NR 4.10 NR NR 0 0 NA

 New York 3.82 5.88 7.19 6.48 6.84 7.00 7.20 8.1 7.08 6.54

 North Carolina 2.94 3.38 3.82 3.38 7.02 6.58 6.58 6.09 4.59 4.34

 North Dakota 11.80 8.06 6.79 10.92 7.25 8.82 11.20 13.42 7.02 10.02

 N. Mariana Islands * NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NR NA

 Ohio 4.01 4.76 6.25 6.57 5.87 6.84 9.17 7.51 7.82 9.20

 Oklahoma 10.84 9.07 5.98 7.96 8.25 9.78 6.63 7.55 9.67 8.91

 Oklahoma Osteo 13.81 7.58 11.09 16.44 5.66 13.00 9.94 8.04 14.43 14.14

 Oregon 4.62 5.41 5.74 4.57 4.58 4.21 3.78 4.44 4.37 4.85

 Pennsylvania 1.87 3.08 3.08 4.97 5.05 3.37 3.74 3.96 3.51 3.66

 Pennsylvania Osteo 3.52 3.75 4.52 6.05 3.62 5.31 3.71 4.74 10.21 6.88

 Puerto Rico NR 0.37 NR 0.32 1.14 1.06 NR 0 NR NA

 Rhode Island 3.73 6.98 5.92 6.67 8.61 7.90 3.86 3.91 2.9 3.46

 South Carolina 7.44 6.67 4.03 4.71 3.99 5.51 3.97 4.11 2.65 2.92

 South Dakota 6.35 6.39 5.21 6.25 6.60 6.37 2.59 1.56 1.38 2.20

 Tennessee 2.98 3.95 4.54 3.43 2.46 0.99 1.44 3.48 3.32 1.89

 Tennessee Osteo * NR 3.72 4.60 NR NR NR 14.35 0.00 9.04 0.00

 Texas 4.74 6.40 6.96 6.05 6.14 7.08 5.45 4.71 5.45 6.32

*Validity of the CAI for this jurisdiction is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000

NR = No Report Received  
NA = Not Applicable   
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 Utah 2.74 3.61 3.03 5.66 3.61 5.23 3.19 6.05 4.97 NA

 Utah Osteo* NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 21.14 5.11 NA

 Vermont 6.44 6.02 8.51 8.58 5.39 9.11 9.03 4.35 3.01 5.11

 Vermont Osteo * NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 33.78 31.84 18.08

 Virgin Islands * NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 0 NR NA

 Virginia 3.59 3.89 3.23 2.82 3.65 3.19 5.13 4.93 4.15 5.55

 Washington 6.00 5.33 6.44 5.48 5.53 4.71 4.33 3.16 2.95 3.17

 Washington Osteo * 2.05 28.85 9.13 6.95 9.48 12.39 10.77 1.75 5.06 6.49

 West Virginia 13.87 11.18 11.93 8.45 7.98 9.67 7.37 4.02 7.07 7.35

 West Virginia Osteo * 3.59 2.27 4.40 8.10 2.80 3.56 5.15 5.64 4.79 5.37

 Wisconsin 5.27 5.36 4.42 5.08 4.42 5.66 6.19 7.23 4.37 4.82

 Wyoming * 4.70 10.91 8.42 3.68 11.72 7.05 9.35 9.49 2.54 12.99

*Validity of the CAI for this jurisdiction is limited, as total in-state physician licensee population is less than 1,000

NR = No Report Received  
NA = Not Applicable   



 

III. GRAPHS 
 
The following pages contain selected graphs illustrating the relationships between specific variables reported in the previous charts.  
These graphs are: 
 

A. Summary of Board Actions by Type, 1991-2002 
 

Shows the total number of actions (just below the base of each bar on the graph) taken by member boards for each 
of the twelve years from 1991-2002.  The graph also provides totals for each of these years for prejudicial actions 
compared to non-prejudicial actions. 
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