
 

 

 

Expert Witness Qualifications 

Board-by-Board Overview 

Document Summary: 
• Twenty-two (22) states require expert witnesses to be licensed, of which nineteen (18) allow 

witnesses to be licensed in any state. 
• Twenty-seven (27) states, as well as Guam, do not require expert witnesses to be licensed. 
• One (1) state, as well as the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, have 

no statutory requirements for expert witnesses. 
 

 State 
License 

Required? 

License and Qualification Statute(s) 

AL Y1 Ala. Code 1975, § 6-5-548 
AK Y AS § 09.20.185 

AZ-M Y A.R.S. § 12-2604 
AZ-O Y See AZ-M 

AR N A.C.A. § 16-114-207 
CA-M N Cal.Evid.Code § 720 
CA-O N See CA-M 
CO Y C.R.S. § 13-64-401 
CT Y Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 52-184c 
DE N 18 Del.C. § 6853c 
DC -- No specific statutory requirements 

FL-M N F.S.A. § 766.102 
FL-O N See FL-M 
GA Y*2 Ga. Code Ann., § 24-7-702 
GU N 10 G.C.A. § 10118 
HI N HRS § 626-1, Rule 702 
ID N I.C. § 6-1013 
IL Y 735 ILCS 5/8-2501 
IN N IN Rules of Evidence, Rule 702 
IA N Iowa Code Ann. § 147.139  

I.C.A. Rule 5.702 
KS Y K.S.A. 60-3412 
KY N KRE Rule 702 
LA Y LSA-R.S. 9:2794 

ME-M N Maine Rules of Evidence, Rule 702 

                                                           
1 “Y” means the professional must be licensed in the state or any other state. 
2 “Y*” means the professional must be licensed in the state. 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/CodeOfAlabama/1975/coatoc.htm
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#09.20.185
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/12/02604.htm&Title=12&DocType=ARS
http://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/2010/title-16/subtitle-7/chapter-114/subchapter-2/16-114-207
http://www.law.harvard.edu/publications/evidenceiii/rules/ca_div6.htm
http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/13-64-401.html
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap899.htm#Sec52-184c.htm
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title18/c068/sc06/index.shtml
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0766/Sections/0766.102.html
https://archive.org/stream/govlawgav20sy2014#page/14/mode/2up/search/24-7-702
http://www.guamcourts.org/Compileroflaws/GCA/10gca/10gc010.PDF
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol13_Ch0601-0676/HRS0626/HRS_0626-0001-0702.htm
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title6/T6CH10SECT6-1013.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=073500050K8-2501
http://www.in.gov/judiciary/rules/evidence/#_Toc373857086
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&input=147.139
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ACO/CourtRulesChapter/06-30-2014.5.pdf
http://kansasstatutes.lesterama.org/Chapter_60/Article_34/60-3412.html
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=20402
http://legis.la.gov/lss/lss.asp?doc=107231
http://www.courts.maine.gov/rules_adminorders/rules/text/MREvidONLY1-12.pdf


ME-O N See ME-M 
MD Y Md. Code Ann., Cts. & Jud. Proc. § 3-2A-06D 

MD Rules, Rule 5-702 
MA N M.G.L. 231 § 60B 

MA Rule 702 
MI-M Y MCLA 600.2169 
MI-O Y See MI-M 
MN N MN Rules of Evidence, Rule 702 
MS Y Miss. Code. Ann. § 11-1-61 

M.R.E. Rule 702 
Miss. Admin. Code 30-17-2635:8.7 

MO N RSMo 490.065 
MT Y MCA 26-2-601 
NE N Neb.Rev.St. § 27-702 

NV-M N Nev. Rev. Stat. § 41A.100 
N.R.S. § 50.275 

NV-O N See NV-M 
NH N N.H. Rev. Stat. § 507-C:3 
NJ N N.J.S.A. 2A:53A-41 

NM-M N N.M.R.A., Rule 11-702 
NM-O N See NM-M 

NY -- No specific statutory requirements 
NC Y NC Rules of Evid., G.S. § 8C-1, Rule 702 
ND N N.D.R.Ev. 702 
OH Y R.C.  2743.43 

Ohio Rules of Evidence, Rule 702 
OK-M Y Okl.St.Ann. 63 § 1-1708.1I 

12 Okl.St.Ann. § 2702 
OK-O Y See OK-M 

OR N O.R.S. § 40.410 
PA-M Y 49 Pa. Code § 16.52a 
PA-O Y See PA-M 

PR -- No specific statutory requirements 
RI N Gen. Laws 1956, § 9-19-41 
SC Y^3 S.C. Code Ann. § 15-36-100 

S.C. Code 1976 § 40-47-20 
SD N SDCL § 19-15-2 

TN-M Y+4 T.C.A. § 29-26-115 
TN Rule of Evidence, Rule 702 

TN-O Y+ See TN-M 
TX Y V.T.C.A., Civil Practice & Remedies Code § 74.401 

UT-M N Utah Rules of Evidence, Rule 702 
UT-O N See UT-M 
VT-M N Vermont Rules of Evidence, Rule 702 
VT-O N See VT-M 

VI -- No specific statutory requirements 

                                                           
3 “Y^” means that if the professional is not licensed in South Carolina, a special license must be obtained for each 
proceeding the applicant is engaged to testify. 
4 “Y+” means that the professional must be licensed in Tennessee or any of the contiguous border states. 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2014rs/statute_google/gcj/3-2a-06d.pdf
http://www.xprolegal.com/rules/Rules_Maryland.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIII/TitleII/Chapter231/Section60b
http://www.mass.gov/courts/case-legal-res/guidelines/mass-guide-to-evidence/article-vii-opinion-and-expert-evidence.html#702
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(2pt0kf55ysxq2o55ol3amef5))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-600-2169
http://www.mncourts.gov/documents/0/Public/Rules/Rules_of_evidence_eff_9-1-06.pdf
http://law.justia.com/codes/mississippi/2013/title-11/chapter-1/section-11-1-61
http://courts.ms.gov/rules/msrulesofcourt/rules_of_evidence.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000291c.pdf
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/49000000651.html?&me=490.065
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/26/2/26-2-601.htm
http://law.justia.com/codes/nebraska/2013/chapter-27/statute-27-702/
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-041A.html#NRS041ASec100
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-050.html#NRS050Sec275
http://law.justia.com/codes/new-hampshire/2010/titlelii/chapter507-c/section507-c-3
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2004/Bills/PL04/17_.HTM
http://www.nmcompcomm.us/nmrules/NMRules/11-702_5-7-2012.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_8C/GS_8C-702.html
http://www.ndcourts.gov/court/rules/evidence/rule702.htm
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2743.43
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/LegalResources/Rules/evidence/evidence.pdf
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=440635
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=94951
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/lawsstatutes/2013ano040.html
http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/049/chapter16/s16.52a.html
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/statutes/title9/9-19/9-19-41.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t15c036.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t40c047.php
http://legis.sd.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=19-15-2&cookieCheck=true
http://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2010/title-29/chapter-26/part-1/29-26-115
http://tncourts.gov/rules/rules-evidence/702
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/txstatutes/CP/4/74/I/74.401
http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/ure/0702.htm
http://www.xprolegal.com/rules/Rules_Vermont.pdf


VA Y* VA Code Ann. § 8.01-581.20 
WA-M N Washington Rules of Evidence, Rule 702 
WA-O N See WA-M 
WV-M Y W. Va. Code, § 55-7B-7 
WV-O Y See WV-M 

WI N W.S.A. 907.02 
WY N Wyoming Rules of Evidence, Rule 702 

 

For informational purposes only:  This document is not intended as a comprehensive statement of the law on this topic, nor to be relied 
upon as authoritative.  Non-cited laws, regulation, and/or policy could impact analysis on a case-by-case or state-by-state basis.  All 
information should be verified independently. 

 

https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+8.01-581.20
http://www.courts.wa.gov/court_rules/?fa=court_rules.display&group=ga&set=er&ruleid=gaer0702
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=55&art=7B&section=7#07B
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/907.pdf
http://www.courts.state.wy.us/WSC/CourtRule?RuleNumber=37#247

