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Criminal Background Checks (CBCs) 
Board-by-Board Overview 

• 51 state medical boards (SMBs) conduct criminal background checks on all applicants for initial licensure

• 10 SMBs conduct criminal background checks only for Interstate Medical Licensure Compact (IMLC) applicants

• 3 SMBs conduct criminal background checks only at their discretion or in certain circumstances

• 45 SMBs require fingerprints from all applicants for initial licensure

• 12 SMBs require fingerprints only for IMLC applicants

• 4 SMBs require fingerprints only in certain circumstances

• 45 SMBs obtain FBI fingerprint-based criminal history checks on all initial applicants

• 57 boards are in IMLC member jurisdictions: 50 SPL-issuing, 3 non-SPL issuing, and 4 with implementation in
process (https://imlcc.com/) 

Key: X = required of all applicants for initial licensure; — = not required; “IMLC only” = required only for physicians applying for 
licensure through the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact; “Conditional” = required only at the board’s discretion or in certain 

circumstances; “Not found” = no requirement found in official sources. SPL = State of Principal License (the home state that can issue 
Letters of Qualification). 

SMB IMLC Status 
Requires CBC for 
initial licensure 

Requires 
fingerprints 

FBI fingerprint-based 
check 

Citation 

AL Member – SPL X X X Board 

AK 
Member – 

Implementation in 
progress 

IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only 
Legislation; 

IMLCC 

AZ-M Member – SPL X X X Board 

AZ-O Member – SPL X X X Board 

AR 
Member – 

Implementation in 
progress 

X X X Board 

CA-M Not a member X X X Board 

CA-O Not a member X X X Board 

CO Member – SPL IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only Board; Board 

CT Member – SPL IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only Board 

DE Member – SPL X X X Statute 

DC Member – SPL X X X Board 

FL-M Member – SPL X X X Board 

FL-O Member – SPL X X X Bill analysis 

GA Member – SPL X X X Board 

GU Member – SPL IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only Board 

HI Member – Non-SPL IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only Testimony 

ID Member – SPL X X X Board 

IL Member – SPL X X X Board 

https://imlcc.com/
https://www.albme.gov/uploads/pdfs/COQchklst.pdf
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/get_documents.asp?docid=63698
https://imlcc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Information-Release-Alaska-Joins-IMLCC-Final.pdf
https://azmbfileblob.blob.core.windows.net/azmd/MD_202608111446_f87f2c79b1ec4b93aa6a6772f7267bae.pdf?sv=2019-12-12&ss=bf&srt=sco&sp=rx&se=2031-01-01T03:00:00Z&st=2020-10-16T15:00:00Z&spr=https&sig=DZ6kk7nb6zpFJW1mchdxMtcPNH7fdLq17fijyG1few8=
https://azdo.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/DO_202208041535_4eaeb85a243048c98e82e84f7daecfed.pdf
https://armedicalboard.adh.arkansas.gov/Professionals/pdf/MD_AppPack.pdf
https://www.mbc.ca.gov/Download/Forms/ps-information.pdf
https://www.ombc.ca.gov/applicants/osteo_phys_surg_cert.shtml
https://dpo.colorado.gov/Medical/IMLC
https://dpo.colorado.gov/LegUpdates
https://portal.ct.gov/dph/practitioner-licensing--investigations/physician/imlc
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title24/c017/sc03/
https://dchealth.dc.gov/service/criminal-background-check
https://flboardofmedicine.gov/apps/Medical_Doctor_Application_for_Licensure_by_Examination-122024.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/1620/Analyses/2019s01620.ahs.PDF
https://medicalboard.georgia.gov/document/document/how-complete-fingerprint-background-check-ga-applicants-gcmbpdf/download
https://guamhplo.org/sites/default/files/gbme_-_full_license_application_sep26.pdf
https://legiscan.com/HI/supplement/HB2576/id/667909/Hawaii-2026-HB2576-HB2576_TESTIMONY_HLT_02-13-26_.pdf
https://apps-dopl.idaho.gov/IBOMPortal/BOM/PDF%20FORMS/BOM_Response_EO_LFA.pdf
https://idfpr.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idfpr/renewals/apply/forms/MD-AC-END.pdf
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SMB IMLC Status 
Requires CBC for 
initial licensure 

Requires 
fingerprints 

FBI fingerprint-based 
check 

Citation 

IN Member – SPL X X X Board 

IA Member – SPL X X X Rule 

KS Member – SPL X X X Board 

KY Member – SPL X X X Rule 

LA Member – SPL X X X Board 

ME-M Member – SPL IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only Board; Board 

ME-O Member – SPL IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only Statute 

MD Member – SPL X X X Board 

MA Not a member X — — Board 

MI-M Member – SPL X X X Statute 

MI-O Member – SPL X X X Board 

MN Member – SPL X X X Board 

MS Member – SPL X X X Statute 

MO Member – SPL IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only Statute; Board 

MP Not a member X Not found — Board 

MT Member – SPL IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only 
Statute; 

Proposed rule 

NC Member – SPL X X X Board 

ND Member – SPL X X X Board 

NE Member – SPL X X X Board 

NH Member – SPL X X X Board 

NJ Member – SPL X X X Rule 

NM 
Member – 

Implementation in 
progress 

X X X Rule 

NV-M Member – SPL X X X Board 

NV-O Member – SPL X X X Board 

NY Not a member — — — Board 

OH Member – SPL X X X Board 

OK-M Member – SPL X IMLC only IMLC only 
Board; 

Legislation 

OK-O Member – SPL X X X Board 

OR Not a member X X X Board 

PA-M Member – SPL X X X Board 

PA-O Member – SPL X X X Board 

PR Not a member X Not found Not found Board 

RI 
Member – 

Implementation in 
progress 

— — — 
Testimony; 

Board 

https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/ua/states/015/instructions.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/02-05-2025.653.9.4.pdf
http://www.ksbha.org/faq/faqlicensingmd.shtml
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/kentucky/201-KAR-9-210
https://www.lsbme.la.gov/content/background-check
https://www.maine.gov/md/sites/maine.gov.md/files/inline-files/CRIMINAL_BACKGROUND_CHECK_POLICIES.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/md/licensure/license-faq
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/32/title32ch36.pdf
https://www.mbp.state.md.us/resource_information/res_pro/resource_practitioner_chrc.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/doc/full-license-application-instructions-0/download
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-333-16174
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/lara/healthsystemslicensing/Folder9/Osteopathic_Full.pdf?rev=0360389b4163426d84db94c4ee8fdb18
https://mn.gov/boards/medical-practice/licensing/criminal-background-check/
https://www.msbml.ms.gov/mississippi-medical-practice-act
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=334.015
https://pr.mo.gov/boards/healingarts/IMLC%20Application%20-%20Missouri%20Licensed%20Physician.pdf
https://www.cnmilicensing.gov.mp/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Part-4200-Physician-Doctor-of-Osteopathy.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0370/chapter_0030/part_0030/section_0050/0370-0030-0030-0050.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EAIC/March_10_2026/EAIC_Rules_March_2026.pdf
https://www.ncmedboard.org/resources-information/faqs/professional-faqs/licensing
https://www.ndbom.org/practitioners/physicians/apply/app-instructions.asp
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Documents/FullMedicalApplication.pdf
https://www.nhes.nh.gov/elmi/products/licertocc/documents/physsurg.pdf
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/Adoptions/bmeado_060611.pdf
https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title16/16.010.0002.html
https://medboard.nv.gov/Forms/Physician/
https://bom.nv.gov/Licensing/Apply_for_Licensure/
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/physicians/license-requirements
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/med.ohio.gov/apply-and-renew/Background_Check_Packet_11.21.2024_Updated.pdf
https://www.okmedicalboard.org/download/672/MD_Application_Instructions_8-2021.pdf
https://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/2025-26%20ENR/SB/SB443%20ENR.PDF
https://oklahoma.gov/osboe/licensure/applications/background-checks.html
https://www.oregon.gov/omb/licensing/pages/fingerprint-requirements.aspx
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dos/resources/professional-licensing-resources/licensure-processing-guides-and-timelines/medicine-guide
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dos/resources/professional-licensing-resources/licensure-processing-guides-and-timelines/osteopathic-medicine-guide
https://www.salud.pr.gov/CMS/DOWNLOAD/6197
https://www.rilegislature.gov/senators/SenateComDocs/2026%20Health%20and%20Human%20Services/S2458%20RI%20Department%20of%20Health.pdf
https://health.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur1006/files/publications/requirements/PhysicianApplicationRequirements.pdf
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For informational purposes only: This document is not intended as a comprehensive statement of the law on this topic, nor to be relied 
upon as authoritative. Non-cited laws, regulation, and/or policy could impact analysis on a case-by-case or state-by-state basis. All 
information should be verified independently. 
 
Questions, comments, or corrections? Please contact advocacy@fsmb.org. 

SMB IMLC Status 
Requires CBC for 
initial licensure 

Requires 
fingerprints 

FBI fingerprint-based 
check 

Citation 

SC Not a member X X X Board 

SD Member – SPL X X X Statute 

TN-M Member – SPL X X X Board 

TN-O Member – SPL X X X Board 

TX Member – SPL X X X Board 

UT Member – SPL X X X Board 

VT-M Member – Non-SPL Conditional IMLC only Conditional Statute 

VT-O Member – Non-SPL Conditional Conditional Conditional Statute 

VI Not a member X X X Statute 

VA Not a member Not found Not found Not found 
State study; 

Board 

WA-M Member – SPL X Conditional Conditional Board; Statute 

WA-O Member – SPL X Conditional Conditional Board 

WV-M Member – SPL X X X Board 

WV-O Member – SPL X X X Board 

WI Member – SPL IMLC only IMLC only IMLC only Board 

WY Member – SPL Conditional Conditional Conditional Rule 

https://llr.sc.gov/med/PDF/ApplicationsForms/MD-DO_Electronic_Application_Package.pdf
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/36-4-11.1
https://www.tn.gov/health/licensure.html
https://www.tn.gov/health/licensure.html
https://www.tmb.texas.gov/resources/for-applicants-and-licensees/submit-fingerprints
https://commerce.utah.gov/dopl/physician-and-surgeon/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/fullchapter/26/023
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/03/005/00123
https://law.justia.com/codes/virgin-islands/2019/title-27/chapter-4b/221/
https://rga.lis.virginia.gov/Published/2008/RD163/PDF
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Medicine/ApplicantResources/ApplyforLicense/Medicine/
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/fingerprint-background-check-information
https://law.justia.com/codes/washington/title-18/chapter-18-130/section-18-130-064/
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/osteopathic-physician-and-surgeon/licensing-information
https://wvbom.wv.gov/download_resource.asp?id=686
https://www.wvbdosteo.org/licensing%2Fdo%2Fapp%2Findex.asp
https://dsps.wi.gov/a-z-professions-list/physician-mddo/interstate-medical-licensure-compact/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/wyoming/agency-052/subagency-0001/chapter-1/W-S-1-13

